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This week, four Republican congresspersons who support US aid to the contras, said they had
filed suit in US district court asking that a congressional agreement giving veto power over such
aid to a small number of congresspersons be declared null and void. They say the agreement is
unconstitutional because it allows a small group of people to forestall the implementation of a law
passed by the Congress. Under the agreement, US "humanitarian" aid to the contras camped in
Honduras would not continue beyond Nov. 30 unless Secretary of State James Baker and President
Bush receive letters of approval from chairpersons of four separate committees of Congress, and
the leaders of both parties in the House and Senate. Baker drafted the agreement and presented it
to congressional leaders during the debate over the aid in March. The bill, which went into effect
in April, provides nearly $50 million to the contras through the end of next February. At a July 18
news conference, Rep. Bob Smith (NH) said, "If any one (of the eight congressional leaders) does
not provide approval, the remainder of the $50 million will be automatically halted" in November.
"It is a select few having `super veto power.'" According to the complaint, the veto power violates a
provision of the Constitution outlining how legislation is enacted. The agreement "is a legislative act
amending (the law) without following constitutional procedures," the complaint said.
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